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Edna Silverthorn, First CN Rink Manager and 45 year resident of Montgomery Place since 1971

In the 1960s when the old CNR yards in downtown Saskatoon were relocated and everything
torn down, those with a connection to the old CNR curling rink, and others with interest in
seeing another facility located on the west side of town, organized and purchased property and
proceeded to erect a new curling rink, naming it the CN Curling Club. It is located at the south
end of Chappell Drive in the southwest corner of Montgomery Place.

With a very active Board of Directors and many volunteer hours, the rink became a very popular
facility for many events as well as curling. Minimum staff was hired and the rest were volunteers.
The basement, lounge and main floor hosted many community functions. The sand ice area was
cemented in the 1980s at great expense and thus could be used for rentals in the summer months.

The Club prospered and in 1985 happily had a Mortgage-Burning Party.

For many years Montgomery Place families had a very popular league that curled Sundays.
Trinity Church also had fun curling days with many enthusiastic participants.

In 1986 it was decided the Club should have a Manager. Ed Lange, who was President of the
Board of Directors, came out to our farm to see if I would consider taking on the task. My
husband Bud was hired as Ice Maintenance Man after many years at the Exhibition Curling Club,
so it would be a Silverthorn team at the CN rink. We said we’d give it a try and were asked to fill
the place with curlers. I’d been a Board member for years, so resigned and went to work and
filled the rink seven days a week with leagues. I stayed busy six years, and Bud longer.

Many upgrades have been made since those years. The coming of computers changed much. The
CN Club takes its turn hosting different provincial and regional play-downs and bonspiels and
continuously promotes youth to make curling a favourite sport, as it is one you can continue
doing to a very old age. I have!


